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Sir: 
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JoanUE. Meagher A 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Just prior to the "background of the invention", please insert the following new paragraph: 

~ This invention was sponsored by the Office of Naval Research Contract Numbers 
N00014-98-1-0499, N000 14-99- 1-0495, N000 14-00- 1-0476, andN00014-94-l-0302. 
This invention was also sponsored by the National Science Foundation Grant 
Number 981226. The government has certain rights in the invention. ~ 

REMARKS 

This is a preliminary amendment in which the Applicants acknowledge funding. No new matter 
has been added. 

If, for any reason, the Examiner is of the opinion that a telephone conversation with the 
Applicants* representative would expedite prosecution, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned 
at (617) 573-7851. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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